
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE 
 

FOR THE 
 

TOWN OF PERRY, MAINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Printed 3/28/97

  
 
 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 

ARTICLE DESCRIPTION PAGE 

   

I. PURPOSE AND ESTABLISHMENT 2 

II. PERMIT REQUIRED 2 

III. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT 2 

IV. APPLICATION FEE AND EXPERT’S FEE 4 

V. REVIEW OF FLOOD HAZARD DELELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONS 4 

VI. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 6 

VII. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 11 

VIII. REVIEW OF SUBDIVISION AND DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 12 

IX. APPEALS AND VARIANCES 12 

X. ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 14 

XI. VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY 15 

XII. CONFLICTS WITH OTHER ORDINANCES 15 

XIII. DEFINITIONS 15 

XIV. ABROGATION 20 

   



FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE 
 
ARTICLE I – PURPOSE AND ESTABLISHMENT
 
Certain areas of the Town of Perry, Maine are subject to periodic flooding, causing serious 
damages to properties within these areas.  Relief is available in the form of Federally subsidized 
flood insurance as authorized by the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968. 
 
Therefore, the Town of Perry, Maine has chosen to become a participating community in the 
National Flood Insurance Program, and agrees to comply with the requirements of the National 
Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (P. L. 90-488, as amended) as delineated in the attached Floodplain 
Management Ordinance. 
 
It is the intent of the Town of Perry, Maine to require the recognition and evaluation of flood 
hazards in all official actions relating to land use in the floodplain areas having special flood 
hazards. 
 
This body has the legal authority to adopt land use and control measures to reduce future flood 
losses pursuant to Title 30-A MRSA, Sections 3001-3007, 4352 and 4401-4407. 
 
The National Flood Insurance Program, established in the aforesaid Act, provides that areas of 
the Town of Perry having a special flood hazard be identified by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and that floodplain management measures be applied in such flood hazard 
areas.  This Ordinance establishes a Flood Hazard Development Permit system and review 
procedures for development activities in the designated flood hazard areas of the Town of Perry, 
Maine. 
 
The areas of special flood hazard, Zones A, AE, and VE, identified by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in a report entitled “Flood Insurance Study – Town of Perry, Maine, 
Washington County,” dated May 3, 1993 with accompanying “Flood Insurance Rate Map” dated 
May 3, 1993 is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this Ordinance. 
 
 
ARTICLE II – PERMIT REQUIRED
 
Before any construction or other development (as defined in Article XIII), including the 
placement of manufactured homes, begins within any areas of special flood hazard established in 
Article I, as Flood Hazard Development Permit shall be obtained from the Code Enforcement 
Officer.  This permit shall be in addition to any other building permits, which may be required 
pursuant to the codes and ordinances of the Town of Perry, Maine. 
 
 
ARTICLE III – APPLICATION FOR PERMIT
 
The application for a Flood Hazard Development Permit shall be submitted to the Code 
Enforcement Officer and shall include: 

   



A. The name, address and phone number of the applicant, owner, and contractor; 
 

B. An address and a map indicating the location of the construction site; 
 

C. A site plan showing location of existing and/or proposed structures, sewage disposal 
facilities, water supply facilities, areas to be cut and filled, and lot dimensions; 

 
D. A statement of the intended use of the structure and/or development; 

 
E. A statement of the cost of the development including all materials and labor; 

 
F. A statement as to the type of sewage system proposed; 

 
G. Specification of dimensions of the proposed structure and/or development; 

 
[Items H-K apply only to new construction and substantial improvements.] 

 
H. The elevation in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD), or to a 

locally established datum in Zone A only, of the: 
 

1. base flood at the proposed site of all new or substantially improved structures, 
which is determined: 

a. in Zones AE and VE from data contained in the “Flood Insurance Study - 
Town of Perry, Maine,” as described in Article I; or, 

 
b. in Zone A, to be the elevation of the ground at the intersection of the 

floodplain boundary and a line perpendicular to the shoreline which 
passes along the ground through the site of the proposed building; 

 
2. highest and lowest grades at the site adjacent to the walls of the proposed 

building; 
 

3. lowest floor, including basement; and whether or not such structures contain a 
basement; and, 

 
4. level, in the case of non-residential structures only, to which the structure will be 

floodproofed; 
 

I. A description of an elevation reference point established on the site of all new or 
substantially improved structures; 

 
J. A written certification by a registered land surveyor that the elevations shown on the 

application are accurate; 
 

K. Certification by a registered professional engineer or architect that: 
 

  
 
 



  
 
 

1. non-residential structures will meet the floodproofing criteria of Article III.H.4; 
Article VI.G; and other applicable standards in Article VI; and, 

 
2. construction in coastal high hazard areas, Zone VE, will meet the criteria of 

Article VI.L.; and other applicable standards in Article VI.; 
 

L. A description of the extent to which any water course will be altered or relocated as a 
result of the proposed development; and, 

 
M. A statement of construction plans describing in detail how each applicable development 

standard in Article VI will be met. 
 
ARTICLE IV – APPLICATION FEE AND EXPERT’S FEE
 
A non-refundable application fee of $_______shall be paid to the Town Clerk and a copy of a 
receipt for the same shall accompany the application. 
 
An additional fee may be charged if the Code Enforcement Officer and/or Board of Appeals 
need the assistance of a professional engineer or other expert.  The expert’s fee shall be paid in 
full by the applicant within 10 days after the town submits a bill to the applicant.  Failure to pay 
the bill shall constitute a violation of the ordinance and be grounds for the issuance of a stop 
work order.  An expert shall not be hired by the municipality at the expense of an applicant until 
the applicant has either consented to such hiring in writing or been given an opportunity to be 
heard on the subject.  An applicant who is dissatisfied with a decision of the Code Enforcement 
Officer may appeal that decision to the Board of Appeals. 
 
ARTICLE V – REVIEW OF FLOOD HAZARD DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
APPLICATIONS
 
The Code Enforcement Officer shall: 
 

A. Review all applications for the Flood Hazard Development Permit to assure that proposed 
building sites are reasonably safe from flooding and to determine that all pertinent 
requirements of Article VI (Development Standards) have, or will be met; 

 
B. Utilize, in the review of all Flood Hazard Development Permit applications, the base 

flood data contained in the “Flood Insurance Study – Town of Perry, Maine,” as 
described in Article I.  In special flood hazard areas where base flood elevation data are 
not provided, the Code Enforcement Officer shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize 
any base flood elevation and floodway data from federal, state, or other sources, 
including information obtained pursuant to Article III.H.1.b.; Article VI.J.; and Article 
VIII.D., in order to administer Article VI of this Ordinance; 

 
C. Make interpretations of the location of boundaries of special flood hazard areas shown on 

the maps described in Article I of this Ordinance; 



D. In the review of Flood Hazard Development Permit applications, determine that all 
necessary permits have been obtained from those federal, state, and local government 
agencies from which prior approval is required by federal or state law, including but not 
limited to Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972, 
33 U.S.C. 1334; 

 
E. Notify adjacent municipalities, the Department of Environmental Protection, and the 

Maine Floodplain Management Program in the State Planning Office prior to any 
alteration or relocation of a water course and submit copies of such notifications to the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency; 

 
F. Issue one of the following Flood Hazard Development Permits based on the type of 

development: 
 

1. Issue a two-part Flood Hazard Development Permit for elevated structures.  Part I 
shall authorize the applicant to build a structure to and including the first 
horizontal floor only above the base flood level.  At that time the applicant shall 
provide the Code Enforcement Officer with a second Elevation Certificate 
completed by a Professional Land Surveyor based on the Part I permit 
construction, “as built”, for verifying compliance with the elevation requirements 
of Article VI, paragraphs F, G, H, or L.  Following review of the Elevation 
Certificate data, which shall take place within 72 hours or receipt of the 
application, the Code Enforcement Officer shall issue Part II of the Flood Hazard 
Development Permit.  Part II shall authorize the applicant to complete the 
construction project; or, 

 
2. Issue a Flood Hazard Development Permit for Floodproofing of Non-Residential 

Structures that are new construction or substantially improved non-residential 

   


